
February 11, 2026

Dear Senator Padilla,

Over the past three months, there appears to have been a disconnect in coordinating conversations between 
your office and the County of Imperial. On February 10, 2026, you issued a press release regarding the 
Imperial Data Center project stating:

“In December of last year, you sent a letter to the members of the Imperial County Board of 
Supervisors to request further information on the rationale for the approval of the first stages of a 
data center application to be developed in the County. To date, the County has yet to provide a 
response, despite numerous attempts to engage in a conversation to gain better clarity.”

As a Board, we share your concern that we have not yet met directly to discuss the proposed data center 
project, as well as other County priorities and challenges. However, the absence of a meeting has not been 
due to a lack of effort or responsiveness on the County’s part. The County has consistently expressed its 
willingness to meet and has made itself available on multiple occasions, as outlined below: 

December 1, 2025: Your Chief of Staff shared your letter with the County’s lobbyist and 
requested that a meeting be scheduled with key County personnel and 
available Board members to discuss the potential data center project. 

December 1, 2025: On behalf of the County, the County’s lobbyist conveyed mutual interest in 
meeting with you to answer any questions. 

December 2, 2025: The County proposed meeting in Imperial County on December 15, 2025, or 
alternatively via a virtual meeting. 

December 2, 2025: Your Chief of Staff informed the County that you were unavailable on 
December 15, 2025, and indicated a preference for a virtual meeting. 

December 2, 2025: Your office issued a press release regarding the letter sent to the Board of 
Supervisors, as well as published the correspondence letter. 

December 4, 2025: In response to the letter that you made public, which was posted via media 
channels, the Imperial Data Center project applicant, Mr. Sabastian Rucci, 
sent you a letter from a technical perspective, providing answers to all of your 
outlined questions, as well as links to all of the existing studies that had 
occurred to date. 








