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BN PREFACE

The aim of this edition continues to be the presentation of the latest informa-
tion on the most frequently encountered noise and vibration problems. We have
endeavored to introduce new chapters and to update those chapters where the
field has advanced. New or fully rewritten chapters are Sound Generation, Noise
Control in Heating, Ventilating, and Air Conditioning Systems, Active Control
of Noise and Vibration, Sound-Absorbing Materials and Sound Absorbers, Out-
door Sound Propagation, Criteria for Noise in Buildings and Communities, and
Acoustical Standards for Noise and Vibration Control. Substantial new informa-
tion has been added to Passive Silencers. All other chapters have been reviewed
for timeliness.

Worldwide, there has been increased interest in noise and vibration con-
trol. Much of this interest has been generated by the expanding activities in
the countries of the European Union and the Far East. Workshops on the lat-
est developments in global noise policy are being held annually—the latest in
Prague (Czech Republic) in 2004 and in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) in 2005. There
are signs of expanded interest in noise policy in the United States. Consumers
are demanding quiet to a greater degree, the best example being the improved
quiet interiors of automobiles. Other consumer products with greater noise con-
trol are already following or are likely to follow. Manufacturers must be alert to
the increased competitiveness of imported products.

We are particularly indebted to John Bradley, Richard D. Godfrey, Colin H.
Hanson, William W. Lang, George C. Mailing, Jr., Howie Noble, Robert Preuss,
and Paul Schomer, who rendered help and criticism during the preparation of this
book, and to the many individuals and organizations who gave us permission to
use copyrighted technical information. We are also indebted to Acentech, Inc.,
BBN Technologies, Inc., Mueller-BBM Corporation and Harris Miller, Miller &
Hanson, Inc., for encouraging members of their senior technical staff to con-
tribute chapters and for assistance in many ways. It gives us special pleasure to
acknowledge the help of Kathy Coleman and Jane Schultz, who assisted in the
preparation of many chapters, and to Robert L. Argentieri, Fred Bernardi, and
Robert H. Hilbert our editors at John Wiley & Sons, for their effective help and
guidance in the production of this book.

IstvAN L. VER

Leo L. BERANEK

January 2005
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